
Words and pictures by Derek Lawley

leisure boating 
september 200810

LEISURE BOATING REVIEW



O
ne Friday afternoon I 
received the call I’d been 
anticipating: “Would 
Leisure Boating be 

interested in testing the new Panaché 
1950?” Needless to say, I jumped at 
the opportunity of testing this brand-
spanking-new addition to the Viking 
Boats range. With eye-catching style, 
incredible power and a spacious 
deck layout, this craft not only 
tickled my fancy, but also captured 
the imagination of the South African 
boating community. 

General Impression
In terms of styling, the Panaché 1950 
has taken a similar approach to that of 
its predecessor, the Panaché 2250. 
The current model features the same 
hull design and deck layout, but a slight 
downscale in the craft’s construction is 
currently catering for a growing sector 
of the market. In fact, this is one sector 
that is currently enjoying a growth 
phase, despite a rather turbulent 
economic market.

The design and layout of the Panaché 
1950 is ideally suited to accommodate 
all your watersport desires as it’s 
ideal for waterskiing, wakeboarding, 
fishing or just a leisurely cruise on the 
water. And, with its powerful Evinrude 
E-TEC 200 HP engine, this craft will 
undoubtedly blow your hair back. With 
a plethora of water activities to choose 
from, the Panaché offers you a world 
of possibilities.

leisure boating 
september 2008 11



Deck Layout
A high-tech production method was 
used to construct the Panaché’s hull – 
while it’s still in the mould, high-density 
polyurethane foam is premixed and 
measured before being injected into the 
under-floor area. This not only ensures 
perfect quality foam for flotation but 
also meets new regulations, enhances 
the strength and rigidity of the hull, and 
gives a smooth and whisper-quiet ride 
on the water. In addition to this process, 
an anti-bubble paste has been applied 
to all sharp corners while laminating the 
craft. This prevents the formation of air 
bubbles between the gel coat and the 
lamination, further strengthening the 
area and making it more durable.

The craft’s walkthrough windscreen 
leads to a spacious bow area featuring 
fold-out filler cushions that conveniently 
convert the space in the bow into a 
comfortable sun lounger. As opposed 
to timber bases, which also tend to be 
heavier, the craft’s Komacel cushioned 
seats won’t rot, warp or absorb any 
water. Ample storage space is available 
underneath all the seats on board. 
The bow area features stainless steel 
rails that are within easy reach of the 
passengers for those times when you 
want to push the boat’s performance 
and get the feeling of those 200 horses.

The Panache offers a layout which is highly suited for entertaining and comfort, swivel drivers  seat, bench seat at the rear and a side ‘L’shaped bench 
seat. Note the deck hatch  stowage locker.

Fold-out  cushions convert the bow into a comfortable sun lounger complete with cup holders.

The locker space for storing gear is a real plus in keeping the boat ship-shape!
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Full marks must go to Panaché’s 
upholstery department for its seating 
arrangement in the stern. They certainly 
took comfort into consideration when 
they built the large and extremely 
comfy L-shape couch that starts on 
the port side and wraps around into the 
stern area. 

Quality fitted marine carpets are 
standard in the stern seating area, 
whereas the bow area features clip-out 
carpets for easy maintenance and use. 
Cupholders are placed within easy reach 
of passengers in both the bow and stern 
sections.

Power and performance
Regardless of the engine you opt to 
mount, the Panaché 1950 will pull a 
skier onto the plane at the drop of a 
hat. Enjoy endless hours of cruising on 
the dam, river or ocean, or simply pack 
your rod and tackle and head off to your 
favourite fishing destination. Because 
of its massive 200 HP Evinrude E-TEC 
engine, I was able to really put this craft 
through its paces. We found the Panaché 
to be light on the steering, responsive in 
turns, comfortable on board and easy to 
launch and retrieve. 

From a standing start, the Panaché 
1950 popped onto the plane in a mere 
4.2 seconds and reached its top speed 
in just over nine seconds. According to 
manufacturers, this craft will perform 
optimally with an outboard between  
115 HP and 200 HP, which gives 
potential buyers a range of power to 
choose from while staying easy on the 
pocket.

Finishing Touches
For the watersport enthusiasts, there 
are two boarding platforms at the stern 
on either side of the engine. The swim 
platform on the port side features a 
telescopic boarding ladder with 
stainless steel support handles and a 
mini ski-wing. A cubbyhole features a 
built-in sound system with four marine 
speakers that pipe music around the 
craft to make your day on the water 
really rock.

The Panache offers space, plenty of it thanks to the seating arrangement including the novel 
L-shaped bench seat.

The 200 HP Evinrude E-Tech provides some serious pulling away power.

The port side boarding ladder and swim plat-
form helps skiiers to get out of the water easily.

A lockable cubbyhole provideds a safe place 
to keep your valuables. 

Onboard entertainment includes a built in 
sound system.
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The helm area is also something of 
a first for Panaché as the dashboard 
features state-of-the-art Command 
Gauges. These fully-computerised units 
offer just about any information that a 
skipper could find useful – from water 
temperature to oil consumption. This 
will certainly be a big selling point once 
the craft reaches the dealership floor.

Apart from the modern dash, the 
skipper’s area features an adjustable 
swivel seat with comfortable bolster 
cushion. The steering wheel is fully 
adjustable, and a built-in fire extinguisher 
is situated in a special console at the 
skipper’s foot well.

A bulkhead to port offers plenty of 
storage space in a lockable cupboard 

and a storage compartment. There is 
still more storage space in the craft’s 
ski-locker, and the cushion at the stern 
lifts up - supported by a gas strut - into a 
very large packing area.

Standard features on the Panaché 
1950 include a 105-litre built-in 
fluorinated fuel tank with a sender unit, 
a combined bow and plug-in stern light, 
a bilge pump, 12-volt auxiliary power 
output, and four pop-up, stainless steel 
cleats to ensure safe and easy mooring. 
Also included with the craft are a canopy, 
an engine and a boat cover.

Conclusion
For its size, the all-new Panaché 1950 
offers the best value for money when 
compared to others in its class. If the 
Panaché doesn’t blow your mind while 
on the water, we seriously doubt that 
there will be anything else that’ll get 
your juices flowing. 

With this craft’s power, corner-to-
corner handling and all the necessary 
creature comforts, you’d be 
hard-pressed to find another that’ll make 
your time on the water more enjoyable. 
We strongly suggest you contact your 
local dealer and ask for a demo ride on 
the versatile, all-round Panaché.

For more information, please 
contact Waterworld Johannesburg on  
(011) 462 4390 or visit them at 234 
Malibongwe Drive, North Riding, 
Gauteng.

Instrumentation is digital and blends in with the modern carbon fibre styling. The steering wheel 
obscures certain components when viewed from this low angle, in real life you will see more of 
these details.

The steering wheel and swivel seat are both 
fully adjustable.

“the Panache 1950 will pull 
a skier onto the plane at the 

drop of a hat” 

At a glance

L.O.A: 5.59 m
Beam: 2.25 m
Weight: 685 kg
Recommended HP: 115-200 HP
As tested HP: 200 HP Evinrude E-Tech
GVM on trailer: 1 200 kg
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